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Artist’s Statement

To me, art is an escape from reality. I love being an artist because it allows me a place to recreate whatever fascinates me and 

to express whatever I am feeling. This year, I was especially motivated by my interest in human anatomy and healthcare. I 

wanted to show emotion and depth of the mind through anatomical structures and the simplistic beauty attributed to them. 

This year, I mostly created my artwork with colored pencils. I used watercolor occasionally if it was necessary for a different 

vibe, and sometimes I created pieces entirely with ink pens when I wanted a desaturated, monochromatic feel to a work. I 

liked the idea of using facial expressions to show my audience what emotions I am representing in my artwork, and 

sometimes I intentionally omit the face to give the work a feeling of anonymity and secrecy, as in my “Bleeding Heart” piece 

and my “Orange Peels” piece. Many of my works this year were tied to specific personal experiences and some of them I 

created in fascination of the experiences with others. I greatly enjoyed the opportunity to connect two incredibly interesting 

aspects of life through my artwork: anatomy and human emotion. 



Sustained Investigation Writing Component

Identify the questions or inquiry that guided your sustained investigation. 

How can human emotions be represented by the fragile, more vulnerable physical form?

Describe how your sustained investigation shows evidence of practice, experimentation, and revision guided by your 
questions or inquiry (1200 characters maximum, including spaces, for response to both prompts)

I practiced drawing different aspects of bodies and tied them to various emotions. The connection I show between emotion and 
the physical innards of a human being represent how people are reluctant to show who they truly are and how difficult it is to be 
truthful to oneself and others. In “The Dissection”, the second submission in my sustained investigation, I showed how it feels to 
be picked apart and vulnerable in social situations. By representing social anxiety as a dissection, “The Dissection” displays my 
central idea of internal emotions visible outside the human body by way of exposed muscles and bones. My investigation shows 
evidence of practice through failed attempts, as seen in my first attempt at “Falling Freedom”, and through rough sketches and 
notes. My investigation led me to my work in “Bleeding Heart”, where I showed an internal organ of the body presented to the 
viewer to represent the feeling of giving more than you receive. I revised several projects and worked to bring those projects and 
the investigation that guided me through them to the best they can be.
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